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Find yourself in Waldport
By Barbara B. Covell
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For the TODAY

f you are searching for the perfect travel
destination, Waldport has it all. With
miles of quiet, uncrowded sandy beaches,
there’s plenty of opportunity for a solitary stroll
or fun for the entire family. This is a place to
relax and reflect, or treat yourself to a bounty of
outdoor activities. There’s crabbing, clamming,
fishing and abundant hiking and mushrooming
trails in the woodlands of the Siuslaw National
Forest. Meanwhile, the Woodland Trail offers
a comfortable, roughly mile-long forested hike
right in the heart of Waldport. If water sports
are your thing, Waldport offers opportunities
to kayak, canoe, paddleboard, sail or windsurf
in Alsea Bay or the sloughs of the Alsea River.
The newly renovated Port of Alsea features an
accessible boat ramp, a fishing and crabbing
dock, and slips for additional water activities.
Tom Fullmer, director of the Waldport
Chamber of Commerce, says that people
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come from all over the country to discover the
secrets of Waldport.
“This place is a gem, nestled between
Newport and Yachats, with its own unique
identity,” he said. “People are looking for this
kind of environment as a vacation spot or a
place to live.”
Alsea Bay’s dramatic tide changes put the
best of nature on display. Low tides bring
plentiful agates and shells, tide pools, and
ample opportunities to dig or rake for clams. It
is also sunbathing time for the 1,500 resident
harbor seals that lay on top of the sandbars,
best viewed from the majestic Alsea Bay
Bridge. High tides are prime for crabbing,
fishing, boating, or viewing the Pacific Ocean’s
impressive surf.
Fullmer believes that Waldport
and the Alsea are just now being
discovered in the Pacific
Northwest.
“This is one of the best
kept secrets on the Oregon

Coast” he said. “There’s one stoplight, no strip
malls or tourist attractions. It is an unhurried,
charming village by the sea with no traffic
jams and plentiful parking. There is a river,
bay and ocean which offer a lot of recreational
opportunities — everything you could possibly
want for year-round outdoor fun. It’s the
perfect place to avoid crowds and have space to
yourself.”
Other outdoor activities include the
Crestview Golf Club, a family-friendly, ninehole course — the only such facility between
Newport and Florence.
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There is also the Red River Disc Golf
Course, which is adjacent to the skateboard
park on Crestline Drive. Bike rentals are free
at the Green Bicycle Co-op.
Each year, nearly 1,000 riders and guests
gather for The Waldport Gravel Epic. This
forested bike race offers two options, either a
37-mile ride or a 60-mile ride. Riders start
above Eckman Lake Road in the Siuslaw
National Forest and finish at Highway 101
just north of town. Festivities before and after
the race include a vendor fair, food carts and a
beach bonfire with games and live music.
If birding is your fancy, opportunities
abound for viewing herons, egrets, ospreys,
pelicans, oyster catchers and bald eagles.
Shopping at the beach always involves
the discovery of treasures. Wander through
town on Highway 101 and enjoy the unique
shops and antique stores. There are amazing
shopping spots offering everything from
clothing, books, furniture, to locally made art.
The Waldport Flea Market, Lil’ Joe’s General
Store, or the eclectic Enough all feature
unique, hard to find treasures, antiques, or
collectibles. If you haven’t found what you
want, there’s always the Wednesday Market,
which has a bit of everything.
There are more than 20 places to grab an
espresso, enjoy eating from a food cart, have
a casual meal, or a quiet dinner for two. And,
there’s a diverse selection of restaurants. If
you want Mexican, go to Azul or the Fresh
Mexican, both in the heart of town. Seafood
choices can be found at Salty Dawg, the
Flounder Inn, or Waves Restaurant in the
Alsi Bay Resort. The Radical Radish features
delicious farm-to-table creations and seasonal

fruit and produce, too. You can find a wide
variety of Burgers at Skosh and Hilltop CafeBistro, sandwiches at Crestview Golf Club,
and pizza at Grand Central.
Visit some of the local hangouts to play
video lottery games, enjoy live music or sing
karaoke. And no day is complete without
beachside snacks like hand-scooped ice cream,
salt water taffy or caramel corn.
Waldport is known for being a casual place
in a friendly community. Visitors come for
the weekend, a week or longer to soak up the
comfortable pace. And, there are plenty of
options for places to stay. RV and camping
facilities, such as McKinley’s RV & Marina,
are plentiful by the ocean or up the Alsea
River. State campgrounds dot the coastline
both north and south of Waldport. The
Waldport/Newport KOA has tent and RV
camping and several rustic cabins right on the
north side of Alsea Bay.
There are dozens of vacation rentals
available on the beach, bay, and in-town
locations, including lodging options from
Sweet Homes Vacation Getaways. The Alsi
Resort and the Waldport Inn are hotel
options and both are within walking distance
to the heart of town. Longer-term rentals
and AirBnB are also alternatives for visitors
seeking the perfect place to stay.
Waldport was once home to the Alsi Native
American people, whose name translates as
“peaceful place.” Now the mighty Alsea Bay
and River are a tribute to the people who
honored and respected this land.
Be sure to visit the Alsea Bay Bridge
Interpretive Center at the south end of the
of the Alsea Bay Bridge. Also home to the

historic Waldport Heritage Museum, the
center is filled with artifacts and interpretive
displays about the community’s heritage, as
well as the majestic bridge which spans the
bay.
The new Waldport Chamber Welcome
Center and Gift Shop is conveniently located
at the corner of Highway 101 and Highway
34. With the theme “Find Yourself in
Waldport,” the Welcome Center features glass,
paintings, photography, jewelry and fabric
items created by local artists. This inviting and
innovative spot also offers Waldport-branded
souvenirs and apparel for men, women and
kids.
“This small-town tourist village is actually
home to a service area of approximately 5,000
people from Seal Rock to Tidewater,” Fullmer
said. With the community’s growth comes
progress. The Alsea Bay Center for the Arts,
established in early 2020, is dedicated to
artistic initiatives in Waldport and the Oregon
Coast. A new 12-acre park being developed
by the City of Waldport will provide children
places to play, teams a place to practice,
seniors a place to walk, and a gathering place
for families. It is being named after Louis
Southworth, a freed slave who donated land
for the Alsea Bay’s first school.
Come discover Waldport. Whether it’s
winter storm watching or the chance to view
an amazing sunset, there is something for
everyone “WHERE THE FOREST MEETS
THE SEA.”
For more information, call the Waldport
Chamber at 503-789-9686 or email info@
FindYourselfinWaldport.com or go to
www. findyourselfinwaldport.com.
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